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• Using DNN since 2003
• CEO & Founder, Upendo Ventures
• Former DNN Corp Employee
• Former CEO, Hotcakes Commerce (2013-2017)
• DNN MVP Since 2013*
• Leader of the Awareness Group
• DNN Author & Technical Editor
• Founder of Day of DNN & DNNCon
• Maintainer of 40+ Open-Source Projects on GitHub

Will Strohl

@WillStrohl
WillStrohl.com
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• DNN Platform & Evoq
• E-Commerce
• Implementations & Integrations
• Custom Modules, Themes, Extensions
• Upgrades & Edition Migrations
• Training
• Removing Core Code Changes 
• Fixing Things Other People Did  ;)

Upendo Ventures

@UpendoVentures
UpendoVentures.com
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Agenda

• Awareness Group Update
• Overview of the Community Leaderboard
• Overview of Recent Extension Releases
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Awareness Group Updates
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DNN Awareness Group

Our mission is to create more awareness of all things DNN, both within and 
outside of the DNN ecosystem.
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DNN Awareness Team

Current Active Members Include: 
• Jon Ballard
• John Henley
• Mariette Knap
• Michael Tobisch
• Timo Breumelhof 
• Tycho de Waard
• Will Strohl

Maybe YOU???
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Historical Accomplishments

• We launched our community website here in Champery in 2019!
• Features included forums, blogs, Forge, and gamification
• Added Later: 

• Agencies listing
• Video gallery 
• Documentation 
• GitHub activity 
• Roadmap
• Security center
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What’s Next?

• A new theme is currently in development (timeline TBD) 
• Forge will be renamed to Extensions & get a rebuild 
• Auth0 authentication provider 
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Community Newsletter

• We have no plans currently to create an actual newsletter
• We’ll be using the Forums module
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Community Newsletter
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New Theme *Direction*

The finished theme will 
NOT look like this. 

It’s only an overall 
direction.
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Notable Blog Posts

(Omitting posts that are related to releases below & DNN Connect)

• DNN 09.11.02 Released
• https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/15640/DNN-09-11-02-Released

• Great news for DNN designers & developers! 
• https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/14539/Great-news-for-DNN-

designers-and-developers
• DNN 09.11.01 Released 

• https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/14512/DNN-09-11-01-Released
• DNN 9/11 For Long Term Security

• https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/14357/DNN-9-11-For-Long-Term-
Security

https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/15640/DNN-09-11-02-Released
https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/14539/Great-news-for-DNN-designers-and-developers
https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/14539/Great-news-for-DNN-designers-and-developers
https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/14512/DNN-09-11-01-Released
https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/14357/DNN-9-11-For-Long-Term-Security
https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/14357/DNN-9-11-For-Long-Term-Security
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Notable Blog Posts (cont’d)

• How Has DNN Improved Your Life Over the Years?
• https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/14312/DNN-Community-How-

has-DNN-Improved-Your-Life-Over-the-Years
• Quick& Easy Way to Figure Out Web API Routes

• https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/13852/Quick-Easy-Way-to-Figure-
Out-Your-Web-API-Routes-in-DNN

• Where Does DNN Store My Files? 
• https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/13830/Where-Does-DNN-Store-

My-Files
• Adding Icons/Buttons to a Toolbar in CKEditor

• https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/13698/Adding-icons-buttons-to-
a-Toolbar-in-DNN-CKEditor

https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/14312/DNN-Community-How-has-DNN-Improved-Your-Life-Over-the-Years
https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/14312/DNN-Community-How-has-DNN-Improved-Your-Life-Over-the-Years
https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/13852/Quick-Easy-Way-to-Figure-Out-Your-Web-API-Routes-in-DNN
https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/13852/Quick-Easy-Way-to-Figure-Out-Your-Web-API-Routes-in-DNN
https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/13830/Where-Does-DNN-Store-My-Files
https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/13830/Where-Does-DNN-Store-My-Files
https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/13698/Adding-icons-buttons-to-a-Toolbar-in-DNN-CKEditor
https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/13698/Adding-icons-buttons-to-a-Toolbar-in-DNN-CKEditor
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Community Leaderboard
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Community Leaderboard (cont’d)
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Community Leaderboard (cont’d)
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Community Leaderboard (cont’d)
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Community Leaderboard (cont’d)
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Community Forums

• Current Version:  7.0.6
• https://github.com/DNNCommunity/Dnn.CommunityForums

• Public roadmap was announced in the blog
• https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/13710/DNN-Community-Forums-

Module-Roadmap
• Recent Releases Included: 

• Turned on Search by default 
• Added the missing Forum Viewer view
• Added IUpgradeable
• Improved moderator control visibility 
• Added flood control 
• Replaced deprecated API endpoints 
• Additional email tokens
• Improved performance & caching
• Numerous bug fixes

https://github.com/DNNCommunity/Dnn.CommunityForums
https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/13710/DNN-Community-Forums-Module-Roadmap
https://dnncommunity.org/blogs/Post/13710/DNN-Community-Forums-Module-Roadmap
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Community Forums (cont’d)

• Planned Features Include: 
• Improved mobile experience 
• Improved template engine
• Improved content editing experience
• Address remaining technical debt 
• Add daily/weekly/monthly digest 
• Improved spam controls

• There are currently 21 open pull requests ready
• DnnCommunity.org is dogfooding each release
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Upendo DNN Generator

• Current Version: 1.7.1
• https://www.npmjs.com/package/generator-upendodnn

• Recent Updates:
• Added a new VueJS module template
• Added a new Angular module template
• Added two new React module templates
• Added a new authentication provider template
• Updated all underlying build dependencies 
• Minor bug fixes

https://www.npmjs.com/package/generator-upendodnn
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2sxc

• Current Release:  16.0.0
• https://github.com/2sic/2sxc

• Recent Updates: 
• Ability to create dynamic data sources 
• Added intellisense to Formulas 
• Added new data sources: sites, pages, files, users, and roles
• CDN replacement setting
• Added FIPS compliance 
• Patron (paid) option

https://github.com/2sic/2sxc
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Earware Templates

• Current Release: 1.4.0
• https://github.com/valadas/Eraware_Dnn_Templates

• Recent Updates: 
• Added support for Visual Studio 2022
• Improved UX
• Numerous dependency updates 
• Numerous bug fixes 

https://github.com/valadas/Eraware_Dnn_Templates
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JavaScript Libraries

• Current Version:  N/A
• https://github.com/EngageSoftware/DNN-JavaScript-Libraries

• Recent Updates (added…): 
• jQuery
• Croppic
• Spectrum 
• JS-XLSX
• TinyMCE
• Swiper
• JSZIP
• jsQR

https://github.com/EngageSoftware/DNN-JavaScript-Libraries
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Hotcakes Commerce

• Current Version:  3.7.0 
• https://github.com/HotcakesCommerce/hotcakes-commerce-core

• Recent Updates: 
• Replaced Stripe implementation (supports 3-D Secure)
• PayPal Express & PayPal Pro implementations 
• Prepped for a future DNN dependency update 
• Improved caching 
• Changed SELECT queries to be READONLY
• Updated Entity Framework to 6.xx
• Numerous bugs fixes 
• Numerous stabilization updates*

https://github.com/HotcakesCommerce/hotcakes-commerce-core
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Page Manager

• Current Version:  1.1.2
• https://github.com/UpendoVentures/Upendo-Dnn-PageManager

• Recent Updates: 
• Added the ability to filter pages by missing meta data 
• Added the ability to toggle page indexing setting by double-click
• Numerous bug fixes

https://github.com/UpendoVentures/Upendo-Dnn-PageManager
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OpenContent Templates*

• Current Version: N/A
• https://github.com/UpendoVentures/OpenContentTemplates

• Recent Updates: 
• Added templates for every shortcode in Mandeeps’ Porto (47 total)

https://github.com/UpendoVentures/OpenContentTemplates
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OpenContent-Templates

• Current Version: N/A
• https://github.com/sachatrauwaen/OpenContent-Templates

• Recent Updates: 
• Improved layouts for Bootstrap 4
• Updated French language pack 
• Added a template to help know where/what templates are used
• Numerous bug fixes 

https://github.com/sachatrauwaen/OpenContent-Templates
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PolyDeploy Client

• Current Version:  N/A
• https://github.com/EngageSoftware/cantarus-polydeploy-client

• Recent Updates: 
• Enabled GitHub actions PR from dependabot
• Numerous dependency updates

https://github.com/EngageSoftware/cantarus-polydeploy-client
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Power BI Embedded

• Current Version:  1.0.23
• https://github.com/intelequia/dnn.powerbiembedded

• Recent Updates: 
• Added RLS extensibility library support 
• Updated to use DNN React Common 9.11
• Numerous bug fixes 

https://github.com/intelequia/dnn.powerbiembedded
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Redis Caching Provider

• Current Version:  3.1.0
• https://github.com/davidjrh/dnn.rediscachingprovider

• Recent Updates: 
• Improved performance 
• Improved caching by using key prefix(es) 

https://github.com/davidjrh/dnn.rediscachingprovider
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Application Insights

• Current Version:  4.0.1
• https://github.com/davidjrh/dnn.appinsights

• Recent Updates: 
• A single bug fix

https://github.com/davidjrh/dnn.appinsights
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BS5 Theme Starter

• Current Version:  N/A 
• https://github.com/40fingers/dnn-theme-bs5-starter-simple-sidebar

• Recent Updates: 
• Updated Default.css reset 
• Added a theme preview image 
• Updated README

https://github.com/40fingers/dnn-theme-bs5-starter-simple-sidebar
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DDR Menu Theme Demo

• Current Version:  N/A 
• https://github.com/40fingers/DNN-DDR-Menu-Theme-Demo

• Recent Updates: 
• Added a Razor object print model example

https://github.com/40fingers/DNN-DDR-Menu-Theme-Demo
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PowerShell Modules

• Current Version:  N/A 
• https://github.com/bdukes/PowerShellModules

• Recent Updates: 
• DnnWebsiteManagement

https://github.com/bdukes/PowerShellModules
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Azure AD Provider

• Current Release:  4.3.0
• https://github.com/davidjrh/dnn.azureadprovider

• Recent Updates: 
• Added separate tenant id option in sync settings to allow role syncing 

when using multi-tenant apps
• If a display name is not provided, it will be generated from the first and 

last names
• Extensibility implementation allowing to extend the login validation
• New AuthorizationCodePrompt setting to allow customize the login 

behavior
• New option to allow scheduled user sync
• Implementation of AutoMatchExistingUsers
• Minor bug fixes

https://github.com/davidjrh/dnn.azureadprovider
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Azure AD B2C Provider

• Current Release:  1.7.0 
• https://github.com/intelequia/dnn.azureadb2cprovider

• Recent Updates: 
• New option to allow scheduled user sync
• Implementation of AutoMatchExistingUsers
• Minor bugs fixes

https://github.com/intelequia/dnn.azureadb2cprovider
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How Can YOU Help?

• Maintain the website
• Write blogs
• Publish videos 
• Update the Community Forums module 
• Rewrite the Extensions (Forge) module 
• Write content 
• Create more open-source extensions
• Add your business to Agencies
• Moderate/answer forum questions
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How Can YOU Help… TODAY? 
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Questions?
Feedback:  community@dnncommunity.org

mailto:community@dnncommunity.org
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Open Forum

• Extensions Module
• Automate GitHub listings (w/ validation)
• With filters (commercial, non-public, business solution)
• Keep the release broadcast
• Include commercial extensions?

• Forums Module
• Copy/paste images
• At mention people (core feature?)

• DNN 10
• Theme with content that helps people know what to do as a new user
• Where can I get help? Answers? Extensions? 

• TrustPilot (and G2)
• Last post was 2 stars – We can review DNN to make it realistic



#DNNConnect2023

Open Forum (cont’d)

• “Canned” content for others in the ecosystem to use as a starting 
point on their own site to have a backlink

• Profile pages for commercial vendors? 
• Submit DNN to various online awards? 
• Add to Meetings:  David P., Peter D.
• Fix the mobile menu scrolling issue (until a new theme arrives)
• Can we reward people somehow? DNN MVP revival? 

• Make an event of it to help market DNN and their individual 
achievement(s)

• Infographics about various important stats
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